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CHAPTER 5. 


Having spoken of John Vlll’a two elder sons, 

John (IX) and William, we will now go back to hio third 
son, Nicholas. 

Nicholas, whom for future convenience we will 
call Nicholas 1, aheds quite a lustre on the family of 
Bristow. Ho v/as born in 1493 or 1494, for we know far- 
certain ho waa 90 years old vtfien he died on 19 July 1584. 

Ho was probably named after his uncle Nicholas Bristow of 
Nut fie Id, burrey, his father's brother (whom wo shall meet 
later) . 

We find Nicholas on the Bristow pedigree in the 
Herald's Visitation of Essex, 1634, alongside his eldest 
brother John (IX). Nothing can be traced of his early life 
but we have the evidence of the Herald in his Bristow 
pedigree where he describes Nicholas as being n of Ayott in 
com. Hertford’', and the son of "Bristow of Lee in ^ora.Surrey" 
A8 we have said before, the particulars of this 
pedigree were probably given to the Herald by Richard Bristow 
of Pit sea, who was 27 years old when his great-uncle 
died and must have known him well, and would have known, of 


i'-sr 
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course, that he lived at Ayott* She Herald, no doubt, 
confirmed so far as he was able the particulars furnished 
by Richard, 'filere Is an obvious lapse in the pedigree, 
however, for it was not Nicholas 1 of Ayott who married 
the daughter of Sir John Boteler but his son Nicholas 11, 
Nicholas 1 married buoy, daughter of Robert Barley of 
Bibbesworth, Herts - probably Then he was at least 43 or 
44 years of ags • 

Ho entered the service of King Henry Vlll and, 
later, rose to the Important office of Clerk of the Jewels, 

It Is not known for certain how, or when, Nicholas entered 
the Royal Household,, ®e know tha£ his ancestor John VI 
had been Cup-bearer to King Henry IV and that the -Bristow 
-family before then had also been associated with, royalty. 

It will be remembered that wo suggested, when 
giving the names of John Vll’s sens, that he had a possible 
son George (born about 1474), In 1546 there is a reoord 
* showing an account rendered to the Royal Household by one 
?woorge brystow, draper, for : 

’’Red, for 5 coats for 5 minstrels;" 
"black, fo? a cloak for Mrs. 

Novell" (to Mr.Skut) and "soarlet, 
for a petticoat" ; "grey, for a 
~ • ‘ *'*- ^ coat for Nicholas Pygot"; grey. 


for a coat for Thomas Browne, the 
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, - , n <&ieen*s fool®”} red* for 5 ©oats for 

the Queen's players"; and red, for 

• a pettycoat fox* y© Queen's foie". 

nt 

Total £12.5*0* (marked, oomp of 
year 37)". 

. ”Signed* Thomss Arundell* ©ancell* 
John Bassett . ■ 

Th© "Bill” fee* these goods was headed 'Re so count 
of Queen Katherine Rarr"* 1 She was the sixth and last wife 
'of Henry Vlll* 

another of the sons of John Vll* with whom we 
have not yet dealt*.was Richard (horn'about 1468)* and in 
the Hot ley Taxation List for 1528-4 he is desorihod as 
"Richard Bursfcowo* Tayllour" *. He was possessed of lands* 
and it would ho strange indeed to find a well-to-do tailor 
in business at Horloy in those days* for Horloy could not 
have been much more than a fairly sparsely inhabited village. 

Itmay not be unfair to assume that in addition 
to hia sons* Robert 111* who purchased the manor of 
Uorloy, and John Vlll, who followed hie father as a 
fishmonger in London, John,Vll had two other cans* namely 
Richard, a tailor* and George* a draper* both in business* 

£ 1, Letters and Papers of Hen* Vlll* Vol* 21* Part 2. 
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like their father had boon. In London. (John Vll had 
yet another son, Nicholas, of viiera wo shall speak later.) 

Richard may have retired to Horley (still 
styling himself a tailor) while George continued his 
business in London tlH old age. May we not suppose that 
Nicholas, third son of John Vlll, was apprenticed by his 
father, the younger London fishmonger, to the latter's 
brother George, tha London draper. George supplied goods 
to the Royal Household, and Nicholas» IntroductionJto the 
Household may have been brought about by naans of that 
contact. 

Another solution to Nicholas' entry Into Royal 
employment may be found In the following. 

In the Pigeon pedigree, found In the Herald's 
Visitation Of Hants, 1622 - 1634, It la recorded that 
"Edmond Pigeon of Hampton-on-Thames" married "Alice, 
daughter of John Bristow"• Now Edmond Pigeon succeeded 
Nicholas Bristow 1 in several offices in the Royal 
Household, and his two sons (as recorded in the pedigree) 
were named Nicholas Pigeon and Bristow Pigeon. It seems 
certain that Edmond Plgecn's wife was Nicholas Brlstcw l*s 
sister. We know that the fathers of both Nicholas and 
Alioo were named John. Edmond's father on the pedigree was 
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John, and It nay be that this John Pigeon* described as 
"late of Hampton-cn-Thames' 1 was in Royal employment at 
Hampton Court Palaoc and the means by Which both hlo sen *n 
E dmond ani that son*s brothor-ia-law, Nicholas Bristow 1, 
went similarly into tho Royal ttwviaiu- - < 

It 8oonm worthy of note that tii© above John 
Pigeon’s wife in the Hants pedlgroo is,named "lesabell, 
daughter-of - Webb" * Later v/o shall see that Nloholas 
Bristow l T s sen Robert married a Mary Webb. 

The first w© hear of Nicholas hristow is in 
December 1538 when undor the heading of“Silks' 1 is "an 
order to be taken by Ur.Denny touching his business at 
Westminster devised by Briatowa"* , We will quote this 
record so as to emphasis© the importance of Nicholas in 
that office*. ' 

rt (1) No silks,to be dolivorod without 
Briotowo’s presence............... 

(4) At the delivery of silks a clerk 
must write the name of the person to 
whom delivered, to what use, and of 
what piece, upon the bills of contents, 

Bb . \ 

. . and in the book of silica with Mr .Denny, 
Kfe,; •' r*-, . and a copy to be given to Bristowe. 

| (6) The price of the silks bought by the 

1 1. Letters and Papers of Hen. Vlll. Vol. 13. Part 2. 








' "Kins must be put upon the labels, 

l 

(6) Bills for money brought by any ■ 

persons must bo ociaptrolled by 

Brlatowe* (7) Such bills aro not 

t' 

It 

to bo paid without Bristow©’a 

prosonce, and he la to enter them 

1 

In the Journal book* (8) AH 

A ' manner of warrants are to be made 

by lirlotowe. (lo) That no stuff be 

delivered by Hewetson, Mrs.Vaughan, 

Mr.Lok, or any other, thioh ought 

to be allowed by Mr* Denny without 

a bill signed by Hr. Denny, or his 

deputy, which tho clerk la to enter 

In hie book of remembrance. (11) 

The clerk is to have a receipt for 

all money delivered to hla master's 

use. (12) No man shall have a key 

to the clerk 1 a study except his 

master, or hie deputy*. 


The above has reference to the duties of Nicholas 
at the Koyal Palace at Westminster. Many of the records we 
shall give of Nicholas will be connected with hi a royal 


service 


•>/ 
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On 1 April 1539 the King granted "to Nich. Driatov/e 
an annuity of £10 for life" 

In January 1540 "Nich.Brlstowe. Clk" . was appointed 
"to be clerk both of the Wardrobe of Robes and the Wardrobe 
of Beds; with £14 a year". This "grant" was signed at 
Hampton Court. ^ 

In 1540 "Hich. Bristow©" was made Steward of the 
manors and lordships of Aston and Bawbridgeworth, Herts, and 
Houghton, .Beds. 

In the same year ho is referred to as "Nioh. 

Kyy h * yi . . < . v, . . n 

Hriatowe, the King*s Clerk, Clerk of the Wardrobe of 
Robes and Beds'*,^ and on August 10th of that year he deals 
with the "robes belonging to the late Earl of Essex" . 3 
k little later he makes arrangements as regards "money with 

carts, etc., for the transference of the robes and goods 

■' ' •* ' * < > ~ . . . 

of the late Earl of Essex from the Tower (of London) to 
2 

Hampton Court. 

In August 1640 payment ia made to "Nich. Bristowe” 
s 

("Two days 4/- in Mr. Vice Chemborlain*s bill".) "for 
himself riding to Otland and thence to Horsleigho (Horsley, 
Surrey) for furnishing the house at Otland with beds and 
other necessaries from liorsleighe" • 4 

I 1. Letters and Papers of Hen. Vlll# Vol. 14. Part 1. 

2. ° » " " •-"• Vol. 16. 

3. " " " " Vol. 15. 

4. " " • ‘ " •• • "■- - ■ Vol. 16. 
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On 22 Deo 1540 Nicholas was appointed.steward of 

' . , . 1 . ■- , ' , 

Reading Abbey. 

In November 1541, under tho heading of "The 
Queen*s Jewels, (a largo paper signed in many places by 
bristowe)", is reoorded on.Inventory of Jewels given by 
the King to Qieen Katherine Howard at their marriage and 
delivered "by his Grace’s commandment, by Nicholas Bristowe, 
his highness* clerk to Anne Herbert to keep the same r >^ 

Nicholas is mentioned in a reoord, dated 24 
r.pril 1542 and headed ’’The King’s Jewels and Plate". 

This record deals v/lth en inventory of "the King’s money. 
Jewels, plate, etc. in charge of Anthony Denny, Keeper 
of the Palaoe at Westminster". 2 

In the same month is another record of Nicholas. 

This is in connection with his appointment to the 
additional offices of i 

"Keoper of the King's garden. Keeper 
of beds and other furniture and 
Keoper of the Little Wardrobe in tho 
Tower of London; with 6d a day as 
Keeper of the garden; and 12d. a day 
as Keeper of tho bods and furniture of 
the Little Wardrobe" . 2 

1. L. and P. of Henry Vlll. Vol. 16. 

2. ** M " " ° 1 Vi 
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Theso offices had boon "surrendered" by Bobert 
Draper, yeoman of tho Crown Jewels. ,y-v u ;> ' * 

In Peb 1543 "Nicholas Bristow, his Hi^inea 
Clerke", surveyed and made an Inventory (which ia ... 
attached to this record) of the "Ouardrobe Stuff”, in 
"The King’s Wardrobe" . , vv % ,r--. ■; -■•'•c.- 
On 29 Sep* 1543 was issued an "account by Sip 
Edward North of jewels and plate and of church ornaments 
and vestments, etc* received frcsa religious houses ihlch 
have como to the King*a hands in the 4 years ended March 
1543." "Delivered to Sir John Williams* master of the 

n 2 

jewels, or to John Bristowe, the King’s clerk • 

"John’ 1 is an obvious mistake for "Nicholas". 

« r >v *« The folloswing record appears under date 26 June 
1544 t . •.•• _• * : . v . tor - .... ..... .. 

"Edward Pigeon *.Jo bo clerk of the 
Wardrobe of Eobes and clerk of tho 
Wardrobe of ..Beds in reversion after 
Nio Bristow to whom these offices 
were granted by patent 10 Jan 1540"? 
This Edward Pigeon (with his nan© slightly changed) 
is the Edmonde Pigeon of whom we. have already spoken as 
being broth or-in-law to Nicholas*' 

1* L. and P. of Hen. Vlll. Vol* 18. 

2. " " " " Vol. 18. Part 2. 

3 , « " " " Vol. 19. 
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1544, the. same date as the above, appears 
appointment - held by iiicholas Tor 17 

, '' '% \ •»'’*?»'' j 

"Nioh Br 1st owe, the King's servant. To 
bo clerk of the Jewels vice Sir John 
VVllltama, who has surrendered his patent" • 
"P.S. Patent cancelled as surrendered 
28 June 1561"- 1 
Nicholas* now office, according to the next few 
records, seems to have given him some kind of financial 
responsibility* Wo will deal with these records as briefly 
as possible* 

There exists in a private collection of historical 

documents one dated 16 July 1544 being °an account on a 

faded and torn sheet of large foolsoap, headed thus" t 

"The Kyngea Nowo Tent© of Tyrabre* 

Payment made by Nicholas Brystowo, eaquer 

for the same for the space of IX weekes, 

o 

that ya frem the XVI dye of July in A 
o 

XXXV Hon Vlll untyl the XXII daye of 
2 

Septembre nxt following®. 

I 1. L. and P. of Henry Vlll. Vol. 19. 

2. Roy. Ccsa. Hist. ll.S.S. Coll, of W. Ifolyneux. 

. >*' /•vvfry r ' v 

V..v”y' » ’f-jft -r 1(i 4 . 


On! 26 June 
the following high 
years: 




L.und/ 
Acta pf 
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”1545. Discharge for £240Q delivered 
to Nio Bristow© frcra the King*a works 
at Nonsuch and Kaapton Court 1 

”1546. Fob* Nicholas Bristow© was one 
of the commissioners for survey of 

2 

chantries, Lssex, Herts end Colchester” 

"1546. May. Sir Thomas Henneage’a book 
of aocounts examined by Mr.Bristow© and 

stamped on behalf of the King in the 

i. 11 . - , w.. «-+:*•'! i‘-: ;4 f ; ' 2 

presence of Sir Anthony Denny©, Kt. 

”1646* Sep 13. Council in London to 
Council with tho King# Letter. 

•Hay© also today taken order for 
£4000 for the banquette houses to 
Nicholas Bristow©#* 1 ' 3 

"1547. June 24. Warrant to Sir John 
Williams to dOliver im preste to 
Nicholas Bristowo for the charges of 
tho reparaoions of Hampton Court. 

~ £911,4.0# " 4 


P. of Henry Vlll# Vol. 20. Part 2, 
V ", Vol. 21. ... 

" ” Vol. 21 Part 2. 

Privy Council • ...* * 
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"1547* Sep 14. Payment. Ilio.Briatowe, 

for workmen and labourers working at 

the banquet In g-houso at the coming of 

„1 

the Admiral of Blanco. £2000. 


, "1553. Mar 3. Hicholaa Bristow©, Sir 
- John Butler, Sir John Broket aid John 
. Pen appointed commissioners to deal 

with church goods in the county of 
2 

• , Hertfordshire. 

Nicholas 1 first assooiatioa with Hertfordshire was 

in 1542 when a fiat was issued to Sir Edward Crofto "to 

permit Hie Bristowe to enjoy a farm at,Stockton, Herts." 3 

Anthony Denny* : with whom Nicholas was so olosoly 

associated at Westminster, hod received permission from the 

King on 15 Peb 1538 to marry Joan, daughter of Sir Philip 
4 

Charapemowne. On 24 Peb 1543 "Ant Denny and Joan hio wife" 
obtained a lioeace to transfer "the manor of Bybeswortho, 
Herts, and an annual-portion of the Vicarage of Kympton, Herts 

g 

to Nicholas Bristove and Lucy his wife♦'* 

In the Visitations of Herts, 1572 and 1634, there is 

a short pedigree showing Edmond Denny of Norwich, who had a 

1. L.and P. of Hen. VI11. Vol, 21. Part 2. 

*■ 2. Cal. of Patent Rolls. Ed. VI. Vol. 5. 

3. L.and P„ of Hen. Vlll. Vol. 17. 

4. ’’ " ’ * Vol. 13. Part 1. 

6. M ■ B * ” • Vol. 18. 
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son Sir Anthony Ddnny, Kt. and a daughter Martha. Martha 
married John Cary of Hackney and had a son Edward. This 
son became "Sir Edward Cary, Kt#-Master of the Jewel House." 

In July 1543 the King granted the manor of Ayot 
St. Lawrence, Herts, to'KichOlaa Briatowe, John Alwey and John 
Brocket, the survivor of tho three to become sole 
possessor. 1 Nicholas'outlived the other two and the manor 
became wholly hie in 1572. It remained in possession of 
Nicholas* descendants till 1714. ‘ 

In 1544 the King granted "Nich Brystowe, King's 
servant, and Lucy his wife the rectory of Kymptcn, Herts; 
upon surrender* of his patent 1 April 1539 of £10 annuity.” 2 

There are a number'of local records concerning 
Nicholas* ownership, and transference, >of lands in 
Hertfordshire and neighbouring counties but those are of 
minor interest. s -..a 

There are also a number of records concerning his 
ownership of property in London. We oan trace Nicholas 
owning houses in Knightrider Street, Ivy Lane, Budge How 
and Bishopsgate. On the 1541-2 Lay subsidy Roll (Taxation 
List) for the City of London wo find "Nicholas Br let owe" 

1. L. and P. of Hen. Vlll. Vol. 18. 

2. " n " , Vol. 19. 





living in the pariah of St. Thomas apostle in the Ward of 

a , 1 

Vintry. Ho is assessed at 100/- on. goods valued at £100. 
The Church of St. Thomas was In Knlghtrlder Street. 

A patent roll of 26 Jan 1553/4 records the 

'I s 

granting of "a licence for 35/7 to Nicholas Bryotowe of 
London, Esq,” to transfer "hla messuage called 1© Vhito 
Hart© in Knigdtryder Street in the pariah of Holy Trinity” 

g 

to Henry Robertos, citizen and brewer. At an Inquisition, 
dated 27 Jan 1566, on Henry Roberts, citizen and brewer 
of London, at the Guildhall, London : 

"Henry Roberts was seised of 3 
messuages lying together in 
Knightrider St. fin the parish of 

Holy Trinity, London, .. 

which lately were 1 large messuage 
called the White Hart: which said 
3 messuages Nicholas Bristcwe of 
London, esquire, and Luoy his wife 
by their deed dated 3 Feb 1553 
demised to the said Henry Roberts 
under the name of 1 large messuage 
called the Whyte Hart." 3 

1. London Collection M.b. 132. Guildhall. 

2. Cal. of Patont RollO. VOl. 4. 

3. British Record Society, Vol. 26. 





Thar© can bo no doubt that Hicholas Uristow was 

in intimate touch with Henry VI11, his royal master. 

His rise from a clerkship at the "Silks" office at 

Westminster Palace to the clerkship of the Jewel Housd 

must surely show his efficiency ansi zeal. At Westminster, 

as we have seen* ho was closely associated with Anthony 

(Afterwards Sir Anthony) Denny. In 1636 Denny was "Keeper 

of Westminster Palace and Park", 1 and a little later ho 

is described as "of the Privy Chamber", "yeoman of the 

Wardrobe" and still "Keeper of Westminster Palace." 2 

It will be remembered that in, 1543 Mioholas 

Bristow acquired the manor of Bibbesworth, “arts, fpcm 

Anthony Denny and his wife. This manor was previously in 

possession of the Barleys, and Nicholas* wife Lucy was 

"the daughter of Robert Barley of Bibbesworth." (Thus 

to Lucy was restored her old homo-) All this raises 

another query. Did Robert Barley sell Blbbesworth, 

inherited from his father 'fhomas Barley, direct to Denny; 

V and, if so, did the deal Influence the entry of Nicholas, 

Barley’s son-in-law, into the Royal Household and account 

for the subsequent very close association of Oerrny and 

Nicholas? (It must not be forgotten, however, that we 

I 1. L.and P. of Hen. Vlll. Vol. 10. 
s 2. " " " " " 13. 

1 3. Clutterbuck*s "Herts". Vol. 3» 



have already suggested two other different reasons concerning 

this.) ' " ' ' ' .V ■ ^ . 

In connection with this last possible solution 
another fact is significant. Nicholas 111, eldest child of 
Nicholas 11, eldest child of Nicholas Bristow 1, was born in 
1563. This suggests a 1562 marriage date for Nlchblaa 11 and 
a probable 1538-1540 marriage date ’for Nicholas l. r Nicholas 11 
obtained his appointment as Clerk of the Jewels (in secession 
to his father) on 26 June 1561. ‘ This’ suggests his having 
^reached the age of 21 and eligible fOr the appoizxtn^nt. He 
relinquished it in 1609, and this suggests his having reached a 
retiring age of 70. Thus it would not be unfair to presume that 
jificholas 11 was' born in 1539. “ v ' r;r? ‘ ' ' ' 

Nov/, bearing in mind the connection between the 
irleys of Bibbesworth, the Dennys ’of Blbbosworth, the marriage 
it Nicholas to Lucy Barley, the transfer of Bibbesworth by 
penny to Nicholas, the first mention of Nicholas in the Royal 
leasehold records in 1538 and the eldest child of Nicholas and 
ley being born in 1539, are wo not forced to the conclusion 
list Nicholas married Lucy (late in life - perhaps as his seoend 

fife) in 1538, and In that same year found his way by Donny*s 

'. - . ./ • ... ,. 

fcfluonco into the royal service? ~ , 
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To digress for a moment, It Is very Interesting to 
note that Shakespeare in his play ’’King Henry Vlll" intro¬ 
duces Sir Anthony ^enny as one of the Characters. 

Nicholas is on the Muster Roll of ’’The Army against 
Prance” in 1544 and wont across the Charnel in the suite of 
the King. When, after being besieged, Boulogne surrendered, 
the King, so the story is recorded, 2 ”was so over joyed at its 
surrender that in the excitement of the moment ho flung his 
hat into the air. This,as It fell,wi>s caught by Nicholas 
briatowe, who, presenting it to the King, was told by His 
Majesty that he might again present it on their return to 
England, and the service would bo rewarded.” 

At any rate, upon the return of the King to England 
Nicholas was granted the distinction of nrma. The patent for 
his coat-of-arms is dated 5 Oct 1544 at Boulogne, and states 
that the grant was mode to Nicholas and to his posterity 
because he was desirous of having arras peouliar to himself 
and because he was descended from ancestors who had always 
borne arms and viho had long formed part of the ancient 
nobility of the land. 

The original document containing the grant to 
Nicholas is today in the possession of the Hughes family 5 in 
Australia, direct descendants of Nicholas Bristow 1 

1. L.and P. of ^eh. Vlil. Vol. 19. P&rt.l. 

2. Hoare*s Mod. Wilts. Vol. 5. 

3. Photograph of original is in author r s possession. 
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through, his grandson Timothy Bristow. , 

The hat mentioned above, made of plum-colourod shorn 
silk with a email green ostrich feather attached, as 
generally represented in the portraits- of the monarch, and a 
painting of Nicholas Bristow by Holbein descended until com¬ 
paratively recently.with the title deeds of the Ayofc St. 
Lawrence property as heir loans* 

Nicholas» grant of arras was signed by Christopher 
Barker, darter King of. Arms , and the following would'appear 
to be an interchange.of favours: 

. .. "1544* dot., 23, Nic Bristow of London 

grants to Chr. Barker, alias Garter 
principal King of eras and Ellen 
his wife a messuage,etc. in Ive 




Lone in St, Faith’s parish, London, 
in tenure of Robort Johnson." 


Nicholas resigned hia appointment as Clerk of the 

Jewels on 26 June 1561 having served King Henry Vlll, King 

Edward VI, Queen Mary and Queen Elizabeth**' Ho was 

succeeded in the office by his eldest son Nicholas (ll). 

II King Edward VI was buried on w the 8th Baye of 

Baguste in the first© year© of the mooste prosoeros and 

Victorlus Reign© of owre mooste dredd Sovereign© Lady© Marye 

1. L.and P, of Henry Vlll* Vol, 19. Part. 2. 

1 2* ” n . " . " 19. Part 1. 
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| by the Grace cf God Queens of Englondo Fraunce and Irelondo 
I Defender of the Faythe and of tho Church of Englonde and 
f Xrelonde In Far the the Supreme Hedd."- -nmong tho 5Q. pages of 
« aocountQ kept by Sir Edward Waldegrave. In connection with tho 

I 

burial of the King,, and a long list; of Court officials and 
their Servants to whan velvet mourning was supplied, is tho 
{ following items . * c ,-. - • v : r.\- . t: 






"Officers of the Jewell Howse." 
n John Halil, 7 yards ,1 servant, 3 yards. 
n John Kyrkbye, 7 yards, 1 servant, 3 yards'. 

' Edmond© Pygeon, 7, yards1 servant., S yards. 
"Nicholas Bristow, 9 yards, 3 servants, 9 yards."* 



In tho burial registers of the church of St. Vedaot, 


Foster Lane, London, there appears, curiously enough, the 
fellbwing item: 


"1584. Mr.Nicholas Bristow© died in 

gutter lane at Edwarde Parks and 

' "•••••• • th 

was karyed the XU day of July 
1584 into th© country to be 



1. Archaeologia. Vol. 12. p.p. 334 to 396. Year 1746. 
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as Cheaps id o • 


"burl ed." 

Nicholas’ Will is dated 10 July 1584 - nine days before 
ho died. 1 He must have gone up to Loraion for the purpose of 
malting it, and stayed with Edward Park© at the latter’s house 
In Gutter Lane which was - and is - just off what ia now known 
Edward:'Parke was a witness to Nicholas* Will. 
Nicholas was buriod the next dayi, July 20th, at the 
church of Ayot St. Lawrence, Hertfordshire - a hundred yards 
or so from Groat Ayoft^hls manor-house. The parish registers 
ihere record the burial: 

‘ n 1584• July 20• Nicholas Bristow. 

• Aged 90." ' 

K: ; . 

monument was erected to his memory at Ayof (old) 

Church^ long since in ruins. A window of heraldic glass has 
been preserved in Ay of old rectory tillch was enlarged at 
about the time vhan the'church was" ptrlled down* ‘ This window 
consists of 3 shields: 

1. The Royal Arms. : 

2. The arms of Bristow* 

3. The Arras of Bristow impaling quarterly 
I and 4 Blbbosworth,' 2 and 3 Barley 
quartering Skipworth. 

Salmon, In ills History Of Hertfordshire, relates that 

1. P.C.C.' 20 Vlhtsoa. n “ S.Hoaso*' 

2. Clutterbuck’s "Herts". 





-when this winder was, In the church, thar© wore figures 
kneeling on either side of. the Royal .Arms* on the right 
an old man .» with five sens behind him* and on the loft a 
lady with three daughters behind her* On the man's habit 
wore the Arms of Bristow* and on th© lady’s a streamer 
bearing the three coats shown*.in the sinister side of the 
.third shield. ... *.... # A . : ..* 1 ' * :■ V ; 

llany years afterwards another Brist ow monument 
was erected in Wheathampstead Qbnroh* Herts, partly in"" , 
memory of the first Nicholas of Ayot* Some of the 
iparticulars ca J^is- are,slightly incorrect* f y- r> * 

‘ Great Ayotfc, Nicholas' manor-house* still 

stands. For seme years it was divided into two cottages* 
trut lately has been restored. , It is not of any. great size, 
and in spite of its having been re-conditioned thero still 
Remains a glimpse of its former Tudor appearance* 
i In his will Nicholas desires to be burled in 


!my chapel in the. church” at Ayot. U© speaks of his wife 
boy, his son3 Nicholas* William, Robert and Thomas.* and 
%Xu daughters Mary* Elizabeth and Oriasell. Be also 
lint ions Mary, wife of his son Robert and Elizabeth* wife 
|T his son Thomas• v Heepeaka compassionately of his 
bughter &ary whom he calls “Bau^atep Hyde”*.saying that 
pc ”is married to an evill disposed man* and soe that 
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ohe and hoy poor© 'Children are without lyvingo or releife. 
fie leaves her and her two children* Nicholas and >»nne, 
amply provided for, and "she to to have the use of the 
nurserle at Ayott for life- "Nicholas* eon. and heir of 
Nicholas ray heir"; la also mentioned, { Lucy, his wife, lo 
I to "have her dwelling in the mansion at Ayott and patronage 
of the parsonage there .......bf she allow son Nicholas to 

live at the mansion-house in Little bibbosworth, and to 
hold 1 ts lands et a rose rent." "If wife" prefer "to 

: live at Bibb© a worth then she may flarnish out of Ayott and 
take my great standing-cup of sliver and gilt, 2 large bowls, 
a lesser cup with cover, the best salt, 6 spoons, 2 beer cups* 
a trencher salt, etc. 4 kyne, 2 sowes, 4 hogges and 10 ewes.? 

| His executors are his wife Lucy, his brother-in-law William 
Toolce, and the latter*s son* Walter Took©. To William Took© 

? he leaves a "great ring with a panooy" and to Walter a "ring 
with Turques." 

« - 1 

An inquisition heB 5 April 1584 on Nicholas repeats 

the contents of his Will. It says that he died seised of 

it "the ^anor of ^yot St.Lawrence, with the Rectory of the church 

S' - . . . ' ' ' " ' 

£ there, and of 20 messuages, etc.. In Ayott, Sandrldge, 

^ Codicott, ’.Vhethamsted, Harpenden* Wymleyp Wellyn, Rad we 11, 
Nevmam, Stevenage, &n©bworth, etc., and St. Albans 4a-fcho— 

1. Chanc. Inq. Ser* 11. B.206/12. Rec.Off, 
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in the County of Hertford, with a fair on tho feast of 
St* Lawrence*” It confirms the manner of djs posal 
concerning the whole of his estate and give3 the date of 
his death as being 19 July 1584* 

The Visitation of Herts,. 1634, contains a pedigree 
of Nicholas, headed "Bristow of Sacomb"„ In this are the 
names of 6 sons: 

1. Nicholas r Margaret, d* of Sir John boteler 
2* William * - dm of - Battell. ^ 

8* Robert • 

4• Thomas. 

' 5* John. 


There are further descendant® cf Nicholas 1 given 
on the pedigree and these will be referred to later* It 
1 q seen that ha had 5 sons. Wo know that he had 3 daughters, 
the number of his family thus agrees with Salman *o account 
Of the window representing Nicholas and his v/ife in old Ayot 
jthurch • 

We shall find later several other references 


lUch connect him with others of the Surrey branch of his family, 




Barley of Bibbosworth. 


Robert Barley ■ 

son and heir of S'homaa and Joan Barley 
of Barley and Bibbesv/orth. 

Born 1494. Bled 7 Juno 1635. 


Franc 1 o <« Dorothy £ll d. of Lucy (or Emma) « Nicholas 

Born 1520 Richard, Lord Rich. Bristow 

Died 8 Doc. 

1560. 


/^llce a 






